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Execrable fliape ! 

That dar’ft, though grim and terrible, advance 

Thy mifereated front at'mvart my way. Parad. Loft, b. n. 

2. Through. 

Now, athwart the terrors that thy vow 
Has planted round thee, thou appear’d more fair. Add. Cato. 

Athw'art. adv. 

1. In a manner vexatious and perplexing ; crofsly. 

All athwart there came 

A pod from Wales, loadcn with heavy news. Sh. Hen. IV. 

2. Wrong. 

The baby beats the nurfe, and quite attnvart 
Goes all decorum. Shakejp . Mcafure for Mcafure. 

Ati'lt. adv. [from a and tilt.] 

1 . In the manner of a tilter ; with the aftion of a man making 
a thrud at an antagonid. 

In the city Tours, 

Thou ran’ft atilt, in honour of my love. 

And dol’d away the ladies hearts from France. Sh. Hen.Vl. 

To run atilt at men, and wield 
Their naked tools in open field. Hudibras,p. i. c. i. 

2. In the podurc of a barrel raifed or tilted behind, to make it 
run out. 

Such a man is always atilt ; his favours come hardly from 
him. Spectator. 

A'tlas. n . f. 

j. A collection of maps, fo called probably from a picture of 
Atlas fupportinc the heavens, prefixed to fome collection. 

2. A large fquare folio ; fo called from thefe folios, which, con- 
taining maps, were made large and fquare. 

3. Sometimes the fupporters of a building. 

4. A rich kind of filk or duff made for women’s cloaths. 

I have the convcnicncy of buying Dutch atlafcs with gold 
and filver, or without. Spectator, N J 2SS. 

A'tmosphere. n.f [*r vapour, and a fphere.] . 

The exteriour part of this our habitable world is the air, or 
atmofphcre ; a light, thin, fluid, or fpringy body, that encom- 
pafles the folid earth on all fides. Locke. 

It is generally fuppofed to be about forty-five miles high. 

Iminenfe the whole excited atmofphcre 
Impetuous rufhes o’er the founding world. Thamfon s Aut. 

Atmosphe'rical. adj. [from atmojphere.] Confiding of the 
atmofphere ; belonging to the atmofphere. 

We did not mention the weight of the incumbent atmofphe-' 
rical cylinder, as a part of the weight refided. Boyle. 

ATOM. n.f. [ atomus , Lat. *vo 

j. Such a fmall particle as cannot be phyfically divided: and thefe 
are the firft rudiments, or the component parts of all bodies. Quin. 

Innumerable minute bodies are called atoms, becaufe, by rea- 
fon of their perfect folidity, they were really indivifible. Ray. 

See plaftick nature working to this end. 

The finglc atoms each to other tend, 

AttraCt, attrafled to, the next in place. 

Form’d and imped’d its neighbour to embrace. Pope. 

2. Any thing extremely fmall. 

It is as eafy to count atoms , as to refolve the propofitions of 
a lover. Shakejp. As you like it. 

Ato'mical. adj. [from atom.] 

1. Confiding of atoms. 

Vitrified and pellucid bodies arc clearer in their continuities, 
than in powders and atomical divifions. Brown's Vulgar Err. 

2. Relating to atoms. 

Vacuum is another principal doCtrine of the atomical philo- 
fophy. * Bentley s Sermons. 

A'tomist. n.f. [from atom] One that holds the atomical phi- 
lofophy, or doCtrine of atoms. 

The atomifts , who define motion to be a paflage from one 
place to another, what do they more than put one I’ynonymous 
word for another ? Lotke. 

Now can judicious atomifts conceive, 

Chance to the fun could his juft impulfe give ? Blackmon. 

A'tomy. n.f. An obfolete word for atom. 

Drawn with a team of little atomies. 

Athwart men’s nofes, as they be aflecp. Shai. Rom. and Jul. 

To ATO'NE. v. n. [from at one, as the etymologids remark, 
to he at one, is the fame as to he in concord. This derivation is 
much confirmed by the following paflage.] 

1. To agree; to accord. 

He and Aufidus can no more atone. 

Than violcnted contrariety. Shaiefp. Conolanus. 

2. To dand as an equivalent for fomething; and particul rly ufed 
of expiatory facrifices; with the particle yi/' before the thing 
for which fomething elfc is given. 

From a mean dock the pious Decii came ; 

Yet fuch their virtues, that their lofs alone, 

For Rome and all our legions did atone. Dryden s Juvenal. 
Tie good intention of a man of weight and worth, or a real 
friend, leldom atones for the uneafinefs produced by his grave 
reprefentations. Locke. 

Let thy fublime meridian courfe 
For Mary’s letting rays atone : 

Our ludre, with redoubl’d force. 

Mud now proceed from thee alone. Prior. 
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His virgin fword /Egyfthus’ veins imbru’d; 

The murd’rer fell, and blood aton'd for hlooil. /V,/ n 
To Ato'ne. v. a. To expiate; toanfwerfor. 

Soon fbould yon’ headers ceafe their haughty d r ;r c 
Or each atone his guilty love with life. ~ Popes 0, 
Ato'nement. n.f. [from atone.] 

1. Agreement; concord. 

He leeks to make atonement 

Between the duke of Glo’der and your brothers. Sh. R m 

2. Expiation; expiatory equivalent ; wither. " ***• 

And the Levites were purified, and they wafljed their clo-tli 
and Aaron offered them as an offering before the Lord . 4 
Aaron made an atonement for them to cleanfe them.AWi.viij * 
Surely it is not a diffident atonement for the writers, that th'" 
profefs loyalty to the government, and fprinklc fonieargua,,.^ 
in favour of the diflenters, and, under the fhelter of popnU 
politicks and religion, undermine the foundations of all nj-. 
and virtue. Swift on the Sentiments of a Church of Englarj ^ 
Ato'p. adv. [from a and top.] On the top; at the top. 

Atop whereof, but far more rich, appear’d 
The work as of a kingly palace-gate. Par.Ufl^ - 
What is extrafted by water from coffee is the oil, which 
often fwims atop of the decoction. Arbuthnot on Aliment] 
Atrabila'rian. adj. [from ctra hilts, black choler.J fyJclanl 
choly ; replete with black choler. 

The atrabilarian conftitution, or a black, vifeous, pj !c | w 
confiftencc of the fluids, makes all fecretions difficult and fpar. 
ing. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

Atrabij.a'rious. adj. [from atra bills, black choler.] MeW 
cholick. 

The blood, deprived of its due proportion of ferum, or 
finer and more volatile parts, is atrabilarious ; whereby it i s 
rendered grofs, black, unctuous, and earthy. kfay. 

From this black aduft date of the blood, they are atrabiic. 
rious. Arbuthnot on Air. 

Atra eii. a’rio us ness. n.f. [from atrabilarious.] Thcllateof 
being melancholy ; repletion with melancholy. 
Atrame'ntal. adj. [from atramentum, ink. Lat.] Inky; black. 
If we enquire in what part of vitriol this atramental and dc- 


Shakefp. TeaQffi' 


nigrating condition lodgelh, it will feem efpecially to lie in the 
more fixed fait thereof. Brown's V idgar Emm , b. vi, 

Atrame'ntous. adj. [ from atramentum, ink, Lat.] Inky; black. 

I am not fatisfied, that thofe black and atramostm fpots, 
which feem to reprefent them, are ocular. Browiii VuIg.Err. 

ATRO'CIOUS. adj. [atrox, Lat.] Wicked in a high degree; 
enormous ; horribly criminal. 

An advocate is necefiary, and therefore audience ought not 
to be denied him in defending caufcs, unlefs it be an atrodas 
offence. Aylifft's Parerin. 

Atro'ciously. adv. [from atrocious.] In an atrocious man- 
ner ; with great wickedncfs. 

Atro'ciousness. n.f. [from atrocious.] The quality of bong 
enormoufly criminal. 

Atro'city. n.f [atrocitas, Lat.] Horrible wickedncfs; exceh 
of wickednefs. 

I never recall it to mind, without a deep aftoniflunent of the 
very horrour and atrocity of the faft in a chriftian court. /Lm 
They defired juftice might be done upon offenders, as the 
atrocity of their crimes deferved. Chimin. 

A'trophy. n.f. [itTfopL.] Want of nourifhment; a difeafein 
which what is taken at the mouth cannot contribute to the fup- 
port of the body. 

Pining atrophy , 

Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence. Par. Loftft.u. 
The mouths of the lafteals may be fhut up by a vifcidmucus, 
in which cafe the chyle pafleth by ftool, and the perfon fallcth 
into an atrophy. Arbuthnot on Alinanti. 

To ATTA'CH. v. a. [ attache r, Fr.] 

1 . 'I'o arreft ; to take or apprciicnd by commandment or wt ^ 

Eftfoons the guard, which on his ftatc did wait, 

Attach'd that traitor falfe, and bound him ftrait. Fairy Jj 
The Tower was cholcn, that if Clifford fliould accufe gt® 
ones, they might, without fufpicion or noife, be prefentty rt 

u,lh Bm.'.Uan’n. 

Bohemia greets you. 

Defires you to attach his Ion, who has __ , , 

His dignity and duty both caff off. Shakefp. U'inUtt i- x ‘ 

2. Sometimes with the particle of, but not inprefentufe. 

You, lord archbifiiop, and you, lord Mowbray, 

Of capital treafon I attach you both. Shakefp. Henry 

3. To fcizc. 

France hath flaw’d the league, and hath attach d _j 
Our merchants goods at Bourdcaux. Shakejp. Henry 

4. To lay hold on. 

I cannot blame theo. 

Who am myfelf attach'd with weaiinefs, 

'fo th’ dulling of my fpirits. 

5. To win ; to gain over ; to enamour. 

Songs, garlands, flow’rs, 

And charming fymphonies, attach'd the heart . 

Cf Adam. Milton's Paradife Lofty 
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their wealth attaches to them. 

Atta'chment. n.f. [ attachement , hr.] 

to owo 

J 116 J CW Addifon. Freeholder, N a 5. 

C °The y Romans burnt this laft fleet, which is another mark of 
their fmall attachment to the fca. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

2. An apprehenfion of a man to bring him to anfwcr an aftion , 
and fometimes it extends to his moveables. , , 

q Foreign attachment, is the attachment of a foreigner’s goods 
found within a city, to fatisfy creditors within a city. 

To ATTA'CK. v. a. [attaquer, Fr.] 
j. To aflault an enemy ; oppofed to defence. 

The front, the rear 

Attack, while Yvo thunders in the center. A.Philips's Briton. 
Thofe that attack, generally get the vi&ory, though with 
difadvantage of ground. Cane s Campaigns. 

2. To impugn in any manner, as with fatire, confutation, ca- 
lumny ; as, the dedaimer attacked the reputation ot his adver- 
saries. _ , 

Atta'ck. n.f [from the verb.] An aflault upon an enemy. 
He&or oppofes, and continues the attack ; in which, a.ter 
many actions, Sarpedon makes the firft breach in the wall. 

1 Pope’s Iliad, argttm. b. xit. 

If appriz’d of the fevere attack. 

The country be fhut up. Thonfon. 

I own ’twas wrong, when thou Sands call’d me back, 

To make tliat hopelefs, ill-advis’d attack. Young. 

Atta'cker. n.f. [from attack.] The perfon that attacks. 

To AT FA'IN. v. a. [atteindre, Fr. attinco, Lat.] 

1. To gain; to procure; to obtain. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high ; I can- 
not attain unto it. _ RJ- cxxxix. 6. 

Is he wife who hopes to attain the end without the means, 
nay by means that are quite contrary' to it ? Tillotfon. 

2. To overtake ; to come up with : a fenfe now little in ufe. 

The earl hoping to have overtaken the Scottifli king, and to 
have given him battle; but not attaining him in time, fetdown 
before the caftle of Aton. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

3. To come to ; to enter upon. 

Canaan he now attains ; I fee his tents 
Pitch’d above Sichem. Milton’s Paradife Loft, b. xii. 

4. To reach ;to equal. 

So the firft precedent, if it be good, is feldom attained by 
imitation. Bacon's Effays. 

To have knowledge in mod obje&s of contemplation, is 
what the mind of one man can hardly attain unto. Locke. 
To Atta'in. v. n. 

1. To come to a certain ftate. 

Milk will foon feparate itfelf into a cream, and a more ferous 
liquor, which, after twelve days, attains to the higheft degree 
of acidity. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2 . To arrive at. 

Atta'in. n.f. [from the verb.] The thing attained ; attain- 
ment: a word notin ufe. 

Crowns and diadems, the mod fplendid terrene attains, are 
akin to that which to-day is in the field, and to-morrow is cut 
down. G/anvi lie’s Scepfis. 

Attainable, adj. [from attain.] That which may be at- 
tained ; procurable. 

He wilfully neglc&s the obtaining unfpeakable good, which 
he is perfuaded is certain and attainable. Tillotfon. 

None was propoled that appeared certainly attainable, or of 
value enough. Rogers. 

Atta'inableness. n.f. [from attainable.] The quality of be- 
ing attainable. 

Perl’ons become often enamoured of outward beauty, with- 
out any particular knowledge of its pofleflor, or its altainable- 
nejs by them. Cheyne's Philofophical Principles. 

Attainder, n. f. [from to attaint.] 
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The aft of attainting in law; conviction of a crime. See To 
Attaint. 

1 he ends in calling a parliament were chiefly to have the 
attainders of all of his party reverfed ; and, on the other fide, 
to attaint by parliament his enemies. Bacons Henry VII. 

2. Taint. 

So fmooth he daub’d his vice with fliew of virtue. 

He liv’d from all attainder of fufpeft. Shakefp. Richard 111 . 

Attainment, n.f. [from attain,] 

1. That which is attained ; acquifition. 

We difpute with men that count it a great attainment to be 
able to talk much, and little to the purpofe. Glanville's Scepfis. 

Our attainments are mean, compared with the perfeftion of 
the univerfe. Crew’s Cefmlogia Sacra, b. ii. 

2. 1 he aft or power of attaining. 

The Scripture muff be fufficicnt to imprint in us the charac- 
ter of all things neccffary for the attainment of eternal life. 

r. , . . Hooker, b. v. 

Education in extent, more large, of time fhortcr, and of at- 
tainman more certain. Milton on Education. 


Government is an art above the attainment of an ordinary 
• „ South i 

gen 1 its. , . r 

If the fume aftions be the inftruments, both of acquiring 
fame and procuring this happinefs, they would ncverthelels fail 
in the attainment of this laft end, if they proceeded from a de- 
fire of the firft. AddiJ'on. Spectator, N° 257* 

The great care of God for our falvation mult appear in die 
concern he exprefled for our attainment of it. Rogers. 

To Atta'jnt. v.a. [at t enter, Yr.] 

j. To attaint is particularly ufed for fuch as are found guilty of 
fome crime or oftencc, and efpecially of felony or treafon. A 
man is attainted two ways, by appearance, or by procels. At- 
tainder by appearance is by conlelfion, battle, or verdift. Con- 
feffion is double ; one at the bar before the judges, when die 
prifoner, upon his indiftment read, being afked guilty or not 
guilty, anfwers guilty, never putting hinifelf upon the verdift 
of the jury. The other is before the coroner in fanftuary, 
where he, upon his confeifion, was in former times conftrained 
to abjure the realm ; which kind is called attainder by abjura- 
tion. Attainder by battle is, when the party appealed, and 
choofing to try die truth by combat radier than by jury, is van- 
quifhedr Attainder by verdift is, when die prifoner at the 
bar, anfwering to the indiftment not guilty, hath an inqueft of 
life and death palling upon him, and is by the veidict pro- 
nounced guilty. Attainder by proccfs is, where a party flies* 
and is not found till five times called publicklv in the county, 
aud at laft outlawed upon his default. Cozvel. 

Were it not an endlefs trouble, that no traitor or felon fhould 
be attainted, but a parliament muft be called. Spenjer on Ireland. 

I muft offend before I be attained. Shakejp. Hen. VI. 

2. To taint; to corrupt. 

My tender youth was never yet attaint 
With any paffion of inflaming love. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Atta'int. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Any tiling injurious, as illnefs, wcarinels. This fenfe is novV 
obfolete. 

Nor doth he dedicate one jot of colour 
Unto the weary and all-watched night ; 

But frcfhly looks, and overbears attaint 

With chearful femblance. Shakefp . Henry V. 

2. Stain; fpot ; taint. 

No man hath a virtue that he has not a glimpfc of ; nor any 
man an attaint , but he carries fome ftain of it. 

Shakefp. Troll us and Crejftda. 

3. In horfemanfhip. A blow or wound on die hinder feet of an 

horfe. Farrier s Di£t. 

Atta'inture. n.f. [from attaint.] Reproach; imputation. 
Hume’s knavery will be the duchels’s wreck. 

And her attainturc will be Humphry’s fall. 

Shakefpeard s Htnry VI, 
To Atta'minate. v.a. [attamno, Lat.J To corrupt; to 
fpoil. 

To Atte'mper. v. a. [attempero, Lat.] 

1. To mingle; to weaken bv the mixture of fome thin" elfe ; to 
dilute. 

Nobility attempers fovereignty, and draws the eves of the 
people fomewhat alide from the line royal. Bacon s EjJ'ays. 
Attemper’d funs arife, 

Sweet-bcam’d, and fhedding oft thro’ lucid clouds 
A plcafing calm. ~ Thomfon' t Summer. 

2. To regulate; to foften. 

His early providence could likewife have attempered his na- 
ture therein. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Thofe fmiling eyes, attemp'ring ev’ty rav, 

Shone fweetlv lambent with ccieftial day. Pope's El. to Abel. 

3. 7 o mix in juff proportions. 

Alma, like a virgin queen moft bright, 

And to her guefts doth bounteous banquet°dight. 

Attemper'd, goodly, well for health and for dehght. F. Queen, 

4. To fit to fomething elfc. 

Phemius ! let arts of gods and heroes old. 

Attemper'd to the lyre, your voice employ. Pope’s Odyffey. 
To Atte'mperate. v.a. [attempero, Lat.] To proportion to 
fomething. 

Hope muft be proportioned and attemperate to the promife j 
if it exceed that temper and proportion, it becomes a tumour 
and tympany of hope. Hammend's Pracl. Catechifm . 

To Atte'mpt. v.a. [attentcr,Yr.] 

1. I o attack ; to invade ; to venture upon. 

He fiatt’ring his difpleafure* 

Tript me behind, got praifes of the king, 

For him attempting who was felf-fulxlu’d.° Shai K Lear 
Who, in all things Wife and juft, 

Hinder’d not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of man; with ftrength entire, and free-will, arm’d. 

Milton s Paradije LojI, b. x. 
I have been fo hardy to attempt upon a name, which among 
fome is yet very facred. Glanville's Scepfis, Prefacf. 

To try; to endeavour. J 

I have neverthclcfs attempted to fend unto you, for the renew- 
ing of brotherhood and friendlhip. 1 Macc.xii. 1 7. 
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